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• U.S. House Committee action on Higher Ed 
Reauthorization - “PROSPER Act” 

• First time issue brief on higher education
• Crafted with guidance from:

• Higher Education associations (ACE)
• International Council of Fine Arts Deans (ICFAD)
• Association of Independent Colleges of Art & Design 

(AICAD)
• Strategic National Arts Alumni Project (SNAAP)

Higher Education & the Arts
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• Urge Congress to:
• Support higher education affordability 
• Oppose elimination of Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness program (PSLF)
• Oppose future earning potential as a measure
• Ensure for-profits are properly monitored

Higher Education & the Arts
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Higher Education & the Arts

Number of college arts degrees conferred annually rose steadily from 75,000 to 139,000 from 1997 to 2013 
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Higher Education & the Arts

The cost of an arts education: $$$

Music Performance education, for example: 
1:1 instruction, facilities, production expenses
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Higher Education & the Arts

Oversight of predatory institutions 
needs to increase, not decrease



Debt Impact
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53% of recent alumni…
29% of non-recent alumni…

Reported a “major impact” on career & 
education choices

Financial aid options need to increase, 
not decrease!

Higher Education & the Arts
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Higher Education & the Arts

Arts Students Learn Many Important Workplace Skills

Creativity Critical thinking & analysis

Collaboration & Teamwork

Improved work based on feedback from others

Broad knowledge & education

Leadership Research

Persuasive Speaking & Clear Writing

Project Management Technology

Artistic technique



Higher Education & the Arts

Entrepreneurship

WWW.AMERICANSFORTHEARTS.ORG/AAD
#ARTSADVOCACY

16% have founded their own organization, 
compared to 4% of the general population.
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Higher Education & the Arts

Self Employment and the Gig  Economy
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Higher Education & the Arts
Why include the Arts in Higher Education 

● Impact on Society 

● Helping Students Push their Boundaries 

● Opportunities for Experiential Education 

● Teaching Creativity 

From “The Place of the Arts in a Liberal Education” in Liberal 
Education by David W. Oxtoby Spring 2012, Vol. 98, No. 2.
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Higher Education & the Arts
NAEA members include

● PreK-12 Visual Arts Educators

● Supervision/Administration

● Higher Education Faculty in the Arts and Arts Education
(incl those teaching visual arts majors, art history majors, researchers, scholars, and 

Pre-service (training visual art education majors),

● Pre-Service Students (undergraduate and graduate)

● National Art Honor Society & National Junior Art Honor Society

● Museum Educators
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Higher Education & the Arts
All four areas of the ASK matter, with an emphasis on these two:
1. Making College Affordable
● For Both Undergraduate and Graduate Students

2.  Loan Amounts based on Future Earning Potential

● Potential Impact for retaining art and art education majors in Colleges and 

Universities

● Critical to visual art educators at all levels

● PreK-12 projections of the numbers of teaching position 

vacancies in the Visual Arts is part of planning for higher 

education admissions



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION & THE WORKFORCE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Brett Guthrie, Kentucky (Chairman) 

Glenn "GT" Thompson, Pennsylvania

Lou Barletta, Pennsylvania

Luke Messer, Indiana

Bradley Byrne, Alabama

Glenn Grothman, Wisconsin

Elise Stefanik, New York 

Rick W. Allen, Georgia 

Jason Lewis, Minnesota 

Paul Mitchell, Michigan 

Tom Garrett, Jr., Virginia 

Lloyd K. Smucker, Pennsylvania

Ron Estes, Kansas

Susan A. Davis, California (Ranking Member) 

Joe Courtney, Connecticut

Alma S. Adams, North Carolina

Mark DeSaulnier, California

Raja Krishnamoorthi, Illinois 

Jared Polis, Colorado 

Mark Takano, California

Lisa Blunt Rochester, Delaware 

Adriano Espaillat, New York 



SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, 

LABOR & PENSIONS

Republicans (13):

Lamar Alexander, (Tennessee) 

Chair

Michael Enzi (Wyoming)

Richard Burr (North Carolina)

Johnny Isakson (Georgia)

Rand Paul (Kentucky)

Susan Collins (Maine)

Lisa Murkowski (Alaska)

Todd Young (Indiana)

Tim Scott (South Carolina)

Orrin Hatch (Utah)

Pat Roberts (Kansas)

Bill Cassidy (Louisiana)

Tim Scott (South Carolina)

Democrats (11):
Patty Murray (Washington), Ranking 
Member
Tim Kaine (Virginia)
Bernard Sanders (Vermont)
Robert Casey (Pennsylvania)
Maggie Hassan (New Hampshire)
Michael Bennet (Colorado)
Sheldon Whitehouse (Rhode Island)
Tammy Baldwin (Wisconsin)
Christopher Murphy (Connecticut)
Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts)
Tina Smith (Minnesota)
Doug Jones (Alabama)


